ANGUSREID ¥ NS

[UTE

Canada’s Non-Profit Foundation Committed to Independent Research

Cross-Canada Outlook: In Ontario, much criticism of the
Ford government’s handling of top issues

However, there is division as to whether the other parties could handle them better

April 8, 2026 — The performance of
Premier Doug Ford and the Progressive
Conservative Party of Ontario on
Ontarians’ top issues has long been a
source of criticism.

New data from the non-profit Angus
Reid Institute finds Ford’s government
languishing behind its peers on the
Weighted Government Performance
Index, which accounts for both how
many Ontarians believe the
government is doing a good job on an
issue and how highly that issue is
selected as one of importance.
Overwhelming majorities say Ontario is
performing poorly on the high cost of
living (81%), health care (79%) and
housing affordability (83%), the three
top issues selected by Ontarians.

These criticisms have been a persistent
factor of Ford’s time in office but have
not impacted the PC’s electoral
success. Ontarians are split as to
whether Ford and the PCs are best to
handle the issues facing the province
(44%) or one of the NDP or Liberals
would be better suited to deal with the
challenges the province faces (41%).
Among those who voted PC in last
year’s provincial election, two-in-five
(40%) say Ford and the PCs are the
best choice to deal with Ontarians’
concerns; as many believe the current
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METHODOLOGY:

The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey from March
11-17, 2026, among a randomized sample of 891 Canadian adults
who are residents of Ontario. Respondents are drawn from the
Angus Reid Forum, a large-scale online panel developed to include
Canadian residents in each of the 343 federal ridings in Canada and
representative of the Canadian population by age, gender, family
income, ethnic status and education. The sample was weighted to
be representative of adults nationwide according to region, gender,
age, household income, and education, based on the Canadian
census. For comparison purposes only, a probability sample of this
size would carry a margin of error of +/- 5 percentage points, 19
times out of 20. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to
rounding. The survey was self-commissioned and paid for by ARI.
Detailed tables are found at the end of this release.

For more information on our polling methods, click here.

government may not be the best choice but it's better than the alternatives (38%).

About ARI

The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus
Reid. ARl is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research foundation established to
advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and
impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public
administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to

Canada and its world.
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Right track or wrong track?

Views of the premier and opposition leader

Ontario Premier Doug Ford’s personal low approval has not affected his electoral success in the
province’s elections, as the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario has secured seat majorities driven
by plurality popular vote totals in three straight elections. He benefits from an opposition split between the
NDP and the Liberals, who secured only 14 seats in the February 2025 election despite a much higher
vote total than the NDP.

The Liberals’ search for a new leader began after Bonnie Crombie’s resignation in January. Ontarians are
split on Marit Stiles, who led the Ontario NDP in last year’s election but still faces two-in-five (37%) in the
province who are unsure whether they view her favourably or not:

Views of Ontario leaders -
Approval for premier, favourability for opposition leader

24%
16%

23% 24%

8% 6%
Premier Doug Ford Opposition leader Marit Stiles
W Strongly approve/ Very favourable m Moderately approve/ Favourable

Moderately disapprove/ Unfavourable B Strongly disapprove/ Very unfavourable

H Not sure/Can’t say

Government Performance Index

Ford’s personal unpopularity in Ontario is paired with heavy criticism of his government’s performance on
the top issues. The Weighted Government Performance Index factors in both the percentage of provincial
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residents who say the province is doing a good job on an issue as well as how highly that issue is
selected as important. Ontario’s score of 18 is the worst in the country:

Angus Reid Institute Weighted Provincial Government Performance Index
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Government performance trend

Ontario has underperformed the Canadian average consistently. Compared to last year, the province’s
score has declined by 11 points as Ontarians have become increasingly critical of Ford government’s
performance on key provincial concerns:

Weighted Government Performance Index over time
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Top issues

Key concerns remain similar to those seen in March 2024: the high cost of living (63% in 2024; 57%
now), health care (57% in 2024; 55% now) and housing affordability (42% in 2024; 32% now). The
economy more broadly (26%), education (22%) and street crime (22%) round out the top selected issues
by Ontarians.

Over the past two years, housing affordability has improved across the country and specifically in
Toronto, the eastern epicentre of Canada’s housing affordability crisis. However, there is still plenty of
criticism of the Ford government’s performance on this file.

And which issues would you say are the most important to you, personally.
Please select up to three:

Cost of living/Inflation I 57%
Health Care I  55%
Housing Affordability I 32%
The Economy/Jobs GGG 26%
Education I 22%
Street crime/Public safety GGG 2%
Poverty/homelessness N 14%
The U.S. tariff issue/Donald Trump N 12%
The Deficit/Government spending I 12%
Environment/Climate change I 10%
Highways/transportation/transit I 9%
Drug Use/addictions/opioid crisis I 7%
Energy policy - Oil & Gas/Pipelines/Renewables etc. I 6%
Relationship with the federal government Il 3%
First Nations/Indigenous issues I 2%

Emergency management/Disaster planning B 1%

Performance on top issues

Indeed, just one-in-12 (8%) Ontarians say Ontario is doing a “good job” on housing. It remains to be seen
how a new deal between the federal government and the province to cut development charges will
improve the situation. These data were collected prior to that announcement.

On the other top issues selected by Ontarians: the economy, education, health care and cost of living,
fewer than one-quarter believe the Ford government is handling those files well. Ford’s PCs receive their
best mark on the province’s relationship with the federal government, with half (48%) saying Ontario is
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doing a good job on that front. The relationship between Ford and Prime Minister Mark Carney has been
described as a “bromance”, which appears to have survived some disagreements, including over Ford’s
ads which temporarily derailed U.S.-Canada trade negotiations.

Related: The Ford Ad: Despite Trump’s tariff wrath, majority agree with ON government running
TV spot featuring Reagan

Percentage saying their provincial government has done a “good job” of handling each file:

Top Five Issues are highlighted:
CDN Average ON

Relationship with the federal government
The U.S. tariff issue/Donald Trump

First Nations/Indigenous issues

Highways/transportation/transit

Emergency management/Disaster planning

Energy policy - Oil & Gas/Pipelines/Renewables etc.

Environment/Climate change

The Economy/Jobs

Education

Street crime/Public safety

Health Care

Drug Use/addictions/opioid crisis

The Deficit/Government spending

Cost of living/Inflation

Housing Affordability

Poverty/homelessness

Economic Outlook

A plurality (45%) of Ontarians say they are financially treading water compared to a year ago. More than
one-third (36%) report being worse off. The smallest group, one-in-five (18%) say their economic situation
has improved compared to a year ago:
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All things considered, do you think you are financially better off or worse off
than you were a year ago?

46% 45%
36% 36%
17% 18%
Better now The same as a year ago Worse now

B CDN Average mON

Financial pessimism (29%) also narrowly outweighs financial optimism (21%) in Ontario. Two-in-five
(39%) expect they’ll be in a similar position economically in 12 months:

And a year from now, do you think you will be financially better off or worse
off than you are now?

41%

39%
29% 29%

] ] I I I I

Better a year from now The same as nhow Worse a year from now

B CDN Average EON

The Angus Reid Institute Financial Pressure Index includes the data from the above questions as well as
measuring personal assessments on how Canadians believe their household is handling grocery prices,
levels of debt, concerns over employment stability and monthly housing payments like rent or mortgage.
Index scoring is available here.

This Index sorts Canadians into four groups: those under high, medium, low and very low financial
pressure. There are slightly more Ontarians in the high (25%) and medium (20%) financial pressure
group than the Canadian average. Although housing affordability has improved in recent years in Ontario,
it still remains a challenge evidently. Two-in-five (38%) Ontarians describe their monthly housing payment
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— either rent or mortgage — as “tough” (28%) or very difficult (11%) to handle, one of the highest marks in
the country (see detailed tables).

Financial Pressure Index

35%

33%

W

Overall, three-in-five (59%) Ontarians say the province is on the wrong track, the highest proportion in the
country. Fewer than one-quarter (23%) disagree:

25%

23%
I I 18% )

High Medium Lo

24% 239%

Very Low

B CDN Average HON

Right track or wrong track?

Overall, do you feel your province is on the right track or the wrong track?

57% 2% 57%
33% 52%
49%

45% 45% 46% 44%
38% 38% 37%
31% 31%
27% o,
I° 27% 23% 25% I 26% I

BC (n=500) AB (n=434) SK (n=325) MB (n=357) ON (n=891) QC (n=659) NB (n=248) NS (n=364) NL (n=172)

Total Region
(n=4,005)

W Right track B Wrong track
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Despite these sentiments, Ford and PCs have had a significant amount of electoral success. Ontarians
are split as to whether Ford’s government (44%) or another party (41%) would be best to address the
challenges the province faces. Among those who voted for the PCs in last year’s election, there is a split
as to whether the party they voted for is the clear-cut best choice (40%) or just the better option
compared to opposition (38%):

Broadly, thinking about the issues facing the province of Ontario, do you
believe...

Liberal
(n=221)

PC
(n=317)

Total Provincial vote 2025
(n=889)

M Not sure/ Can’t say
B One of the other parties would be better suited to deal with these issues
m Doug Ford and the PCPO are not the best choice, but it’s better than the alternatives

B Doug Ford and the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario are the best choice to deal with these issues

For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other demographics, click here.
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