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Pipeline Politics: Post MOU announcement, Carney’s
approval unchanged in B.C., picks up in Alberta

Liberals lose ground on vote intention in B.C., however, with Green Party and CPC picking up defectors

December 1, 2025 — New public
opinion polling data from the non-profit
Angus Reid Institute — the first
comprehensive, regional and national
dive into political dynamics since last
week’s announcement of a
memorandum of understanding
regarding a potential pipeline from
Alberta to northwest British Columbia —
shows that while Prime Minister Mark
Carney lost a cabinet minister who
disapproved of the MOU deeply, the
PM’s approval level among the
Canadian population remains stable.

Indeed, both nationally, and in B.C., the
epicentre of forthcoming negotiations
and most certainly protests over the
potential pipeline, Carney’s approval
stands at 52 per cent. In Alberta, the
PM gains three points in approval, up to
45 per cent.

Related: 60% could support an Alberta-BC
pipeline nationally, but sign-off in Canada’s
westernmost province no sure thing

At the federal political level
Conservative support has increased for
Carney. One-quarter (24%) of those
who voted for Pierre Poilievre’s party in
April say they approve of the PM, an
increase of six points from early
November. His approval loss among
those who voted for the other major
federal parties offsets this gain (Liberal
-3 to 85%, NDP -7 to 54% and BQ -14
to 37%).

Federal vote intention over time
(Decided and leaning voters)
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METHODOLOGY:

The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey from
November 26 — December 1, 2025, among a randomized sample of
4,025 Canadian adults who are members of Angus Reid Forum.
The sample was weighted to be representative of adults nationwide
according to region, gender, age, household income, and education,
based on the Canadian census. For comparison purposes only, a
probability sample of this size would carry a margin of error of +/-
1.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. Discrepancies in or
between totals are due to rounding. The survey was self-
commissioned and paid for by ARI. Detailed tables are found at the
end of this release.

For more information on our polling methods, click here.

Overall, 40 per cent say they would support the Liberals in a federal election, while 37 per cent would
support the CPC. The NDP and BQ, both likely to seek to benefit from some of the unrest among
progressives in the country are chosen by 10 per cent and nine per cent respectively.

Under the surface, however, are regional undercurrents pulling in more worrying directions. In B.C., the
Liberals have dropped five points in vote intention, with those voters moving to the right and left. The CPC
is up three points to 43 per cent and the Green Party has moved from three to six per cent.
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Higher approval for Carney among Albertans isn’t translating into a bump in vote intention. The CPC
leads the Liberals in that province 54 per cent to 27 per cent.

More Key Findings:

e Voters in Metro Vancouver have shifted considerably after the pipeline project announcement.
Compared to early November, support for the Liberals has dropped by 15 points. Vote intention
has moved to the CPC (+6), the Greens (+4), and the NDP (+2). The proportion of undecided
voters has also grown in Metro Vancouver (+3)

¢ 18 per cent of Canadians say that the climate and environment is among their top issues. This is
a three-point increase compared to March, but well below the 28 per cent who chose this issue in
both September and November of 2022.

e The cost of living continues to dominate Canadians’ list of concerns, chosen by 59 per cent and
placing as the top issue in every region of the country.

About ARI

The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus
Reid. ARl is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research foundation established to
advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and
impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public
administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to
Canada and its world.

Note: Because its small population precludes drawing discrete samples over multiple waves, data
on Prince Edward Island is not released.
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What'’s the story in B.C.?

Approval of Carney

A memorandum of understanding between the federal Liberal government and the Alberta provincial
government got just about every major politician in the country talking last week. Terms and conditions
have been set (more here) to pursue a pipeline from Alberta to the northwest coast of B.C., which has
B.C. Premier David Eby and many coastal First Nations saying “no” and Premier Danielle Smith saying
the MOU does not contain a veto.

In the middle of this provincial expression of cooperative (or combative) federalism, is Prime Minister
Mark Carney. Carney has said that the pipeline is not a guarantee, but that this discussion sets up the
“necessary conditions” for progress on this front. Swirling amid all of this are changing views of the PM,
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that notably, come out identically from a public opinion perspective as a national figure. Just as they did
early in November, 52 per cent of Canadians approve of Carney and 39 per cent disapprove:

Views of Prime Minister Mark Carney
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In British Columbia, Prime Minister Carney’s approval is also unchanged overall at 52 per cent.
Forthcoming negotiations with an oppositional provincial government and many First Nations will be key
to public opinion in that province, which delivered the Liberals 20 seats in April to the Conservatives 19. In
Alberta, Carney’s approval rises three points but remains three points below his disapproval (45% to
48%). The biggest gain for Carney is in Saskatchewan, which is where he struggles the most politically.
He also drops in Quebec:

Approval of Prime Minister Mark Carney by region
(Change from Nov. 7 noted)

BC AB MB ON QcC L
-

Strongly/ 52% 52% 45% 41% 50% 55% 48% 61%
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Carney receives a six-point bump in approval from 2025 Conservative Party voters which balances out
losses of among other major federal party supporters. Internal tensions have yet to make a significant
impact on 2025 Liberal voters, however, with their approval of the PM strong at 85 per cent. Gone,
however, are majority approval levels from Bloc Québécois voters. Carney’s approval among this group
drops from 51 to 37 per cent:

Approval of Prime Minister Mark Carney by 2025 federal vote
(Change from Nov. 7 noted)

Federal vote 2025

CPC Liberal BQ
(n=1,464) (n=1,559) (n=261)
Strongly/ Moderately 24% 85% 54% 37%
approve (0) (+6) (-3) (-7) (-14)

Strongly/ Moderately 39% 70% 9% 34% 49%
disapprove (0) (-7) (+2) (+4) (+15)

9% 6% 6% 12% 14%
(0) (0) (+1) (+3) (1)

Top issues

The issues Canadians prioritize provide important context. Earlier this year, in February, the Angus Reid
Institute found that economic growth was becoming a higher priority to Canadians when it comes to
crafting energy policy than environmental concerns. That shift comes among the economic uncertainty
brought to Canada’s door by U.S. President Donald Trump and his tariff campaign.

Related: Enerqy Policy: Canadians’ priorities shift from environment to economic growth and domestic capacity

Canadians’ top personal concern remains the high cost of living (59%), as it has been since the inflation
shock of three years ago. Below that ranks health care (41%), housing affordability (26%) and the
economy (23%). The environment and climate change (18%) is tied with crime and public safety (18%)
and immigration and refugees (18%) among Canadians’ top concerns:
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Canadians' top issues
(All respondents, n=4,025)

Cost of Living / Inflation I  59%
Health Care I 41%
Housing affordability NI 26%
The Economy IS 23%
Crime / Public safety GGG 13%
Immigration / Refugees NN 13%
Environment / Climate Change IS 13%
The Deficit / Government spending I 17%
Income inequality / Poverty I 16%
Relations with the U.S. including tariffs I 14%

Over time, concern over the environment has fallen behind other issues. In September 2022, it ranked
third (28%) behind health care (45%) and inflation (60%). Since then, the proportion of Canadians who
select it as top issue facing the country has fallen by 10 points.

As Carney lays the groundwork for the potential federal approval of a new pipeline, there are few (5%)
who view energy and natural resources issues as one of the country’s top concerns (see detailed tables).

Percentage of Canadians selecting 'environment/climate change' as a top issue
over time
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Regionally, climate change and the environment is selected by more in B.C. (18%), Quebec (23%) and
Nova Scotia (20%):
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Canadians’ top issues by province
Province

BC AB SK MB ON ac NB NS NL

(n=574) | (n=400) | (n=363) | (n=353) | (n=853) | (n=645) | (n=231) | (n=351) | (n=202)
°°s|‘n‘f’|;:'i';’;"9 / 57% 61% 61% 61% 58% 58% 63% 64% 73%
Health Care 42% 37% 46% 48% 34% 46% 52% 48% 56%
af'f"o‘:gz'b"iﬁty 27% 20% 13% 21% 27% 30% 20% 28% 21%
The Economy 20% 26% 22% 20% 24% 23% 19% 21% 22%
c"";’:f’e':;'b"c 23% 19% 18% 32% 23% 8% 18% 12% 18%
'mlg'f?j’;‘;fs" / 17% 19% 17% 15% 21% 16% 20% 17% 8%
c'i':f‘\’;‘;"&i’: g’e 18% 13% 10% 16% 16% 23% 14% 20% 12%
Ul s[::::‘cc;: r’I §‘°"t 18% 17% 29% 17% 16% 18% 13% 1% 11%
'“°°7“|§J\’,‘:r‘:;'a"ty 15% 17% 12% 12% 16% 18% 17% 18% 17%
Re'aﬁg",st;";::'f‘sthe 15% 10% 1% 13% 1% 20% 15% 10% 10%

Vote intention

The MOU between Alberta and Ottawa has done little to affect the national vote picture in its immediate
aftermath. The gap between the Liberals (40%) and Conservatives (37%) has grown to three points, but
statistically speaking, vote intention remains identical to data recorded by ARI last month:
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Federal vote intention over time
(Decided and leaning voters)
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Under the surface, however, is a worrying regional trend for the Liberals. In B.C., a statistically tied
federal vote intention picture a month ago (40% CPC, 38% Liberal) has changed to become a 10-point
advantage for the CPC (43%, 33% Liberal). This been a boon to the federal Green Party in B.C., which
doubles its support compared to November data — though it should be noted the party remains in the
single digits. In Alberta, both the Liberal and Conservative Parties lose marginal support this wave, with
the NDP and “other” blocks both picking up some support.

Elsewhere, although there have been shifts, the results remain within the provincial margin of error
compared to last month:
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Federal vote intention by region
(Decided and leaning voters, change from Nov. 7 noted)

Region
Total

(n=3,620) AB ON ATL
(n=506) | (n=348) | (n=331) | (n=319) | (n=776) | (n=574) | (n=768)

Liberal Party of 33% 27% 22% 35% 48% 35% 52%
Canada (0) (-5) (-3) (-1 (2) (+2) (1) (+2)

Conservative 37% 43% 54% 61% 47% 39% 19% 36%
Party of Canada (-1) (+3) (-5) (-3) (-2) (0) (0) (-2)
New Democratic

10% 17% 14% 13% 16% 9% 7% 9%
Party of Lanada Rt (0) (+5) (+3) (+2) (1) (+1) (+2)

Bloc Québécois ?;/; - - - - - 3(%;/" -
Green Party of 3% 6% 1% 1% 1% 2% 3% 2%
Canada (0) (+3) (0) (+1) (+1) (-2) (0) (-1)
2% 1% 4% 2% 1% 2% 1% 1%

Oth rt

ey (0) (0) (+3) (0) (+1) (0) (0) (-1)

What’s the story in B.C.?

The Liberals have been slowly ceding ground to the Conservatives since the election, and appear to have
dropped significant support from the level that helped them secure a minority government in April:
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Federal vote intent over time - B.C.
(Decided and leaning voters)
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The decline is most notable in the Metro Vancouver region, where the Liberal party has fallen from the
half (48%) support it received during the federal election to 39 per cent now. If the election were today,
equal numbers in Metro Vancouver say they would vote CPC (41%) as Liberal (39%):
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Federal vote intent over time - Metro Vancouver
(Decided and leaning voters)
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The B.C. story is nuanced. Comparing these data to Nov. 7 including undecided voters, illuminates the
net effect on the Liberals’ support since the MOU was announced. The party’s support has dropped six
points among the entire provincial population; at the same time, the proportion of undecided B.C.
residents has grown by four points. The Greens (+2) and the CPC (+1) benefit slightly from the Liberals’
drop.

The trend is more dramatic in Metro Vancouver, where support for the Liberals has dropped by 15 points,
to the benefit of the CPC (+6), the Greens (+4), and the NDP (+2). The proportion of undecided voters
has also grown in Metro Vancouver (+3):
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Federal vote intention including undecideds - B.C., Nov. 7 vs. Dec. 1

BC

01-Dec

07-Nov

B Conservative Party of Canada

B New Democratic Party of Canada [NDP]

M Green Party of Canada

01-Dec

Metro Vancouver

07-Nov

M Liberal Party of Canada

M Bloc Québécois

m Other Party/Independent

Hm Undecided/ Rather not say/ Will not vote

Provincial margins of error

Rest of BC
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01-Dec

BC AB SK MB ON Qc NB NS NL
(574) (400) (363) (353) (853) (645) (231) (351) (202)
+/- 4% +/- 5% +/- 5% +/- 5% +/- 3% +/- 4% +/- 6% +/- 5% +-7%

Note: Because its small population precludes drawing discrete samples over multiple waves, data
on Prince Edward Island is not released.

For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other demographics, click here.
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