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Cancer in Canada: Nearly all Canadians support federal
government increasing access to clinical trials

Most see it as a way to access novel cancer treatments, offer last hope for patients who are out of options

November 10, 2025 — New data from Support VS. oppose -
the non-profit Angus Reid Institute in
partnership with the Canadian Cancer
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"Increase access to clinical trials in Canada"
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. . - H Not sure/can’t say
Experience and knowledge with clinical

trials is uncommon among Canadians. METHODOLOGY:

A majority (56%) say they’ve heard of

them but don’t know much about it, The Angus Reid Institute and the Canadian Cancer Society

while one-third (36%) say they know conducted an online survey from Jan. 10-17, 2025, among a
nothing at all about them. One-in-12 randomized sample of 2,044 Canadian adults who are members of

Angus Reid Forum. The sample was weighted to be representative
of adults nationwide according to region, gender, age, household
income, and education, based on the Canadian census. For

(7%) say they know a lot about them,
while one per cent have participated in

one themselves. comparison purposes only, a probability sample of this size would
carry a margin of error of +/- 1.5 percentage points, 19 times out of
About ARI 20. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding. The
survey was self-commissioned and paid for by ARI. Detailed tables
The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was are found at the end of this release.

founded in October 2014 by pollster

and sociologist, Dr. Angus Reid. ARl is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research
foundation established to advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the
public accessible and impatrtial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political
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science, philanthropy, public administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic
issues of importance to Canada and its world.

About the Canadian Cancer Society

The Canadian Cancer Society works tirelessly to save and improve lives. We raise funds to fuel the
brightest minds in cancer research. We provide a compassionate support system for all those affected by
cancer, across Canada and for all types of cancer. Together with patients, supporters, donors and
volunteers, we work to create a healthier future for everyone. Because to take on cancer, it takes all of us.
It takes a society.

Help us make a difference. Call 1-888-939-3333 or visit cancer.ca today.
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e Canadians mostly unfamiliar with clinical trials for cancer treatment

e Two-thirds believe clinical trials are ‘risky’ but most agree they offer ‘last hope’

e Half of cancer diagnosed Canadians say clinical trials offer ‘better treatment’ for patients
¢ Majority say they would be willing to take part

¢ Women more hesitant, concerned about side effects

¢ Overwhelming majority support increasing access to clinical trial

Canadians mostly unfamiliar with clinical trials for cancer treatment

In Canada, there were 144 cancer clinical trials that started in 2024. Canada’s system for clinical trials
has come under criticism for its lack of funding, and the significant barriers to accessing it for those living
in rural and remote areas.

Clinical trials are more familiar ground for Canadians with proximity to cancer, but still one-quarter (23%)
among the personally diagnosed and one-third (35%) who knows somebody with a diagnosis say they
know nothing about clinical trials. A majority (53%) of those with no personal proximity to cancer say they
haven’t even heard about them:
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How would you describe your familiarity with clinical trials for cancer
treatment?
e
42%
53%
23%
Personally diagnosed Knows a family member, No personal proximity to
(n=181) close friend or colleague cancer
diagnosed (n=211)
(n=1,728)
Total Proximity to cancer

(n=2,044)

B Have participated in a clinical trial for cancer treatment
® Know a lot about them/have looked into them
B Have heard of clinical trials but don’t know much

B Don’t know anything about them at all

One-in-five (19%) Canadians do not have family doctor, according to 2023 data from the Angus Reid
Institute. A further three-in-ten (29%) say it’s difficult to get an appointment with the one they have.

Related: After a ‘decade of decline’ in health care, Canadians not convinced that money is enough
to solve the crisis

Perhaps that’s why the first resource Canadians would use to find more information about clinical trials is
the internet instead of a family doctor. Approaching two-thirds (62%) say they use an internet search to
find out more about clinical trials for cancer. Fewer (46%) would ask their family doctor, while even fewer
(36%) say they would ask an oncologist. Notably, that previous ARI data also found that a majority (54%)
who needed a specialist of any type from Canada’s health system said it was difficult to get an

appointment.
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Assuming you were interested in finding out more about
clinical trials, where would you go to find information?
(All respondents, n=2,044)

Search on the internet | 62%
Ask your family doctor |GG /%
Ask an oncologist |G 36

other [l 3%

Not sure/ Can’t say [ 10%

Two-thirds believe clinical trials are ‘risky’ but most aqgree they offer ‘last hope’

Most Canadians view clinical trials as effective ways for patients to access novel treatments (80%) and a
last hope for patients who may have exhausted other options (76%). However, two-thirds (67%) believe
clinical trials can have bad side effects.

There is more uncertainty among Canadians on whether clinical trials result in better treatment for
patients (48% are unsure) and whether they are expensive to participate in (53%):

Agree vs. disagree
(All respondents, n=2,044)

Cancer clinical trials are an effective way to access new

0, 0, 0,
treatments otherwise unavailable to patients G0k w
Cancer clinical trials are often the last hope for patients
petorp 76% 9% | 16%
who have exhausted all other options
Cancer clinical trials are risky/could have bad side effects 67% 10% 23%
Cancer clinical trials result in better treatment for patients o 0 "
who enrol 38% 14% 48%
Cancer clinical trials are expensive for patients to
P P 21% 26% 53%

participate in

m Strongly agree/ Agree W Strongly disagree/ Disagree M Not sure/ Can’t say
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Half of Canadians diagnosed with cancer say clinical trials offer ‘better treatment’ for patients

Even among Canadians who have personally experienced a cancer diagnosis, there is a lot of uncertainty
about the cost of clinical trials. Half (47%) in that group say they are unsure if those types of trials are
expensive for patients to participate in (see detailed tables).

However, those with personal experience express higher certainty than those with no personal
experience with cancer when it comes to whether clinical trials offer paths to new treatments (85% agree)
and better treatment for enrolled patients (50%). Also notably, Canadians diagnosed with cancer are less
likely to agree that clinical trials have bad side effects (53%):

Percentage who agree with the following statements

80% 769 85% 80% 77%

67%
I I 3

73% 70% 68%

69% 60%
53% 50% ’
I 37% 39%

Personally diagnosed Knows a family member, close  No personal proximity to
(n=181) friend or colleague diagnosed cancer
(n=1,728) (n=211)
Total Proximity to cancer

(n=2,044)

B Cancer clinical trials are an effective way to access new treatments otherwise unavailable to patients

M Cancer clinical trials are often the last hope for patients who have exhausted all other options
Cancer clinical trials are risky/could have bad side effects

M Cancer clinical trials result in better treatment for patients who enrol

Majority say they would be willing to take part

Despite a general lack of familiarity among the Canadian populace with clinical cancer trials as noted
above, most (62%) say they would be willing to take part in one. A majority of Canadians say that clinical
trials offer a source of hope for patients who may have run out of other options (76% agree). Men are
more willing than women generally, while older Canadians are more likely than younger ones to describe
themselves as “very willing”.
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34%
36% 20
35% 39%
44%
30%
26% J s 15%
18-34 35-54 55+ 18-34 35-54
(n=278) (n=333) (n=300) (n=275) (n=332)
Total Male Female
(n=1,863)
H Very willing  ® Willing Hesitant M Very hesitant  ® Not sure/ Can’t say
Women more hesitant, concerned about side effects

If you were diagnosed with cancer, would you be willing or hesitant to

take part in a clinical trial as part of your treatment?
(Excluding those personally diagnosed)

13% 15%
[v)

47 12% o
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14%

g

21%

31%

29%

55+
(n=345)

For women, it appears their hesitancy to take part in clinical trials is driven by a higher concern with
potential side effects. Four-in-five (79%) women who describe themselves as hesitant to take part also

say side effects are the reason, while seven-in-ten (69%) also list “a lack of trust in unproven treatments”.

”

Men are less likely to express those sentiments, but a majority of hesitant men also say they worry of
potential side effects (66%) and distrust unproven treatments (60%). A 2024 study published in the
American Cancer Society’s Cancer journal showed that women had lower odds of enrolment in clinical

trials at the Princess Margaret Cancer Centre in Toronto.
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Which of these factors, if any, are playing a role in your hesitation?
(Among those hesitant to participate in a clinical trial)
Gender Age
Total
(n=466)
Male Female 18-34 35-54 55+
(n=182) (n=284) (n=150) (n=181) (n=135)
concerns about side 74% 66% 79% 79% 74% 68%
gack of trustin unproven 66% 60% 69% 70% 68% 58%
poiy to travel to recelve 24% 20% 26% 24% 22% 26%
;aeck of availability near 1% 13% 10% 1% 14% 8%
Not sure/ Can’t say 3% 2% 3% 5% 1% 3%

Overwhelming majority support increasing access to clinical trials

Most Canadians agree that the federal government should be increasing access to clinical trials in
Canada to mitigate the costs associated with a cancer diagnosis. Those with a personal experience being
diagnosed with cancer are more likely to strongly support this.

Previous data released by ARI and the Canadian Cancer Society also found that two-in-five Canadians
supported the federal government prioritizing new cancer treatments and technologies, while three-in-ten
Canadians who have had cancer want the federal government to invest in new cancer drugs.
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Support vs. oppose -
"Increase access to clinical trials in Canada"
Personally diagnosed Knows a family member, close  No personal proximity to
(n=181) friend or colleague diagnosed cancer
(n=1,728) (n=211)
Total Proximity to cancer

(n=2,044)

B Strongly support M Support 1 Oppose M Strongly oppose M Not sure/can’t say

For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other demographics, click here.

For detailed results by proximity to cancer, click here.
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