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Trumped Again?: 66% of Canadians say a second GOP
presidential term would be ‘bad’ or ‘terrible’ for Canada

Most say economy would suffer, Canada-U.S. relationship would worsen; some Conservatives diverge

July 23, 2024 - The U.S. Overall, do you think a new Donald Trump/J.D.

presidential race was turned on its Vance administration would be good news or
head by the Sunday news that
bad news for Canada?

current President Joe Biden had
stopped his campaign for re-election
and endorsed Vice President
Kamala Harris to replace him.
Whether Harris is the nominee, and
what that means for Democratic Good news 9%

policy, remains to be seen.
Neutral/Mixed |GGG 14%

Excellent news [ 6%

What has been clear for months
though is that whoever is the
Democratic nominee will be facing
down former President Donald
Trump, and all the baggage he Terrible news | 559
brings with him from his prior term.
In Canada, the spectre of a Trump
victory already has many preparing
and forecasting what it could mean
for this country.

Bad news 28%

Not sure/Can’t say | 5%

METHODOLOGY:

New data from the non-profit Angus _ _ ]
Reid Institute finds a second Trump The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey from July 18-22,

term dreaded by many Canadians. 2024 among a representative randomi_zed sample of 1,435 Canadian
Two-in-five (38%) say a new Trump adults who are members: pf Angus Reid I_:orgm. For comparison '

. . . purposes only, a probability sample of this size would carry a margin of
administration would be “terrible error of +/- 2.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. Discrepancies in
news” for Canada, while three-in-ten | or petween totals are due to rounding. The survey was self-

(28%) call it “bad”. Fewer than one- commissioned and paid for by ARI. Detailed tables are found at the end
in-six believe instead it would be of this release.

good or excellent.

At issue for Canadians is a wide range of factors that majorities of Canadians believe would be negatively
impacted by a second Trump term. Majorities say another four years of Trump would be negative for
global stability (68%), Canada’s relationship with its southern neighbour (65%), the unity of the United
States (67%), the fight against climate change (67%) and Canada’s economy (60%).

Canada’s own political ecosystem has an uncertain future, as an election must be held by October 2025.
A plurality of Canadians say that another four-year Trump term will make “no difference” to the likelihood
of them voting CPC (38%), Liberal (42%) or NDP (47%). Among those who are not fully committed to
their current choice, a Trump re-election most likely affirms it, though there are two-in-five (39%) “soft”
committed NDP voters who say they would be more likely to vote for Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and
the Liberal party.
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More Key Findings:

e Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre is viewed as the preferred choice (32%) to Trudeau (20%)
when it comes to negotiating against a new Trump administration during the 2026 renewal of
USCMA, the free trade agreement that replaced NAFTA. However, as many Canadians choose
neither (32%) as believe Poilievre offers the best choice (32%).

e Canadians are evenly split as to whether a potential Trump victory should accelerate Canada’s
defence spending to the two per cent NATO target (50%) or not (50%). Current Conservative
supporters are most likely (74%) to say Canada should “immediately and aggressively” increase
defence spending if Trump is re-elected.

o Likely CPC voters are also the most likely to see positive effects of a Trump victory in November.
More than two-in-five (45%) who currently support the Conservatives say Trump winning would
have a positive effect on global peace, while approaching two-in-five believe America’s unity
(37%) and Canada’s economy (36%) would benefit from another Trump term.

About ARI

The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus
Reid. ARI is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research foundation established to
advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and
impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public
administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to
Canada and its world.
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Part One: Canadians dread Trump, the sequel

The United States of America presidential election has been shaken up considerably in recent weeks.
The assassination attempt on former U.S. President and Republican nominee for this year’s race Donald
Trump reframed that half of the electoral race. The picture on the other side changed considerably with
Biden’s withdrawal from the race.

While it remains to be seen if Harris prevails as the Democratic nominee, the presidential election
remains a race of stark contrasts, leaving Canadians to wonder how their country will be affected by the
results.

What impact would a second Trump term have on Canada, America, and the globe?

During Trump’s previous four-year term, Canadian opinions of the United States declined considerably on
a number of fronts. They were much less likely to describe the United States as “a valuable friend and ally

to Canada”, “a positive player in world affairs”, or a “progressive society” in 2020 than they were in 2016.

Related: Better with Biden? President-elect restores hope among Canadians for an improved relationship with U.S.

Like all summer blockbusters, the 2024 sequel to 2016 is just as dramatic. With a potential second Trump
term looming, Canadians are worried again. Majorities believe another four years of Trump will have
negative effects on global peace and stability (68%), progress in reducing greenhouse gases (67%),
America’s unity (67%), the overall Canada-U.S. relationship (65%) and the Canadian economy (60%). On
three of those factors — bringing America together, global peace, and fighting climate change — more than
two-in-five Canadians believe a second Trump term will have “very negative” impacts:

Suppose Donald Trump wins the election and is inaugurated for a second term
this coming January. Will that lead to a positive or negative impact in each of the
following areas?

Global peace and stability 21%
Bringing America closer together as a country 23%
The overall Canada-U.S. relationship £ 5L 15% 38%
The Canadian economy 38%
The financial well-being of your household 22%
Progress in reducing greenhouse gases 19% 47% 9%
M Very positive impact M Positive B Neutral/No difference
Negative B Very negative impact M Not sure/Can’t say
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There is some disagreement across the political divide in this country on prospect for Trump retaking
power. Few likely Liberal, NDP or Bloc Québécois voters believe a Trump victory come November would
have a positive effect on any of the factors canvassed.

However, there is a sizable portion of the current CPC voting base who disagree. More than two-in-five of
those who would vote CPC if an election were held today say they believe Trump’s second term would
have a positive impact on global stability. Approaching two-in-five (37%) say four more years of Trump
would bring America closer together. There are also more than one-third (36%) of current CPC voters
who believe Canada'’s relationship with the U.S. would benefit if Trump won the presidential election:

Percentage who believe a second presidential term for Donald Trump would have a positive impact on the following

Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

Liberal

Global peace and
stability

Bringing America
closer together

The overall Canada-
U.S. relationship

The Canadian
economy

The financial well-
being of your
household

Progress in reducing
greenhouse gases

A Trump win viewed as bad or terrible for Canada by most

Fewer than one-in-six (15%) Canadians would celebrate a Trump win in November’s election as “good”
(9%) or “excellent” (6%) news for Canada. Many more would call it “terrible” (38%) or “bad” (28%).

Likely Liberal, NDP and BQ voters are much more likely to be in the latter group. Those who would vote
CPC if an election were held today are more divided. Approaching two-in-five (37%) believe a new Trump
administration would be “good” or “excellent news” for Canada, while nearly as many (34%) say it would
“bad” or “terrible”:
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Overall, do you think a new Donald Trump/J.D. Vance
administration would be good news or bad news for Canada?

5%
38%
21%
23%

22% 33% 31%

5%

CPC Liberal NDP BQ

5%
13%

49%
58%

41%
14%

6%

Total Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

M Excellent news ® Good news m Neutral/Mixed

Bad news MW Terrible news M Not sure/Can’t say
Part Two: Policy ramifications
The recently concluded Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisc. provided significant insight

into the policy priorities of the Trump campaign. Many have been key talking points for Trump as he has
travelled throughout the country and given speeches at rallies to his supporters.

Immigration

The border and migrant crisis at America’s southern border with Mexico has been a focal point for Trump

and addressing it is a key pillar of the 2024 Republican Party Platform. Trump has said he plans to “close

(the United States’) borders” and carry out a “mass deportation” that he says will be the largest such effort
in American history.

Canada would certainly be impacted by its southern neighbours’ immigration policy, which could
potentially lead to more asylum seekers heading further north. Three-quarters (74%) of Canadians say
they would prefer Canada “take the necessary measures” to prevent an influx of new refugees. One-
guarter (26%) say instead Canada should welcome more migrants. Likely NDP voters are the only group
of political supporters who prefer the latter at a majority level (53%):
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Suppose Trump wins and it results in more refugees trying to come to Canada.
How do you think Canada should respond to that?
93%
85%

0,
74% 67%

0,
>3% 47%

26% 33%
(+]
0
L] 7 I
NDP

CPC Liberal BQ

Total Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

B Readily accept more of these migrants from the south

W Take the necessary measures to prevent any new influx here

NATO spending

Defence spending has become a pain point in the Canada-U.S. relationship even under Biden as Canada
continues to underspend the two per cent of GDP it had agreed to as a North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) member. Trump will likely intensify that pain point, as he has said he would “encourage (the
Russians) to do whatever the hell they want” with NATO members who fell short of their spending
commitments. At the recent NATO conference in Washington, D.C., Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau said the country would reach the two per cent target by 2032 without detailing specifically how
Canada would achieve that. It remains to be seen if this timeline would be enough to placate Trump.

Canadians are divided evenly on whether a Trump win should accelerate Canada’s defence spending
plans.

Notably, likely CPC voters are much more likely to believe Canada should accelerate its plan to hit the
NATO defence spending target, which stands in contrast to Conservative leader Pierre Poilievre’s
statements on the issue. Poilievre would not commit to hitting the two per cent defence spending target if
he were to become prime minister in comments made in the wake of the NATO conference earlier in July,
saying Canada “is broke” and he needs to make sure any financial commitments he makes are properly
costed.
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If he is elected to office again, do you think Canada should:
74%

64%
57%

55%

] I
BQ

50% 50%
43%

I I 3 I

CPC Liberal

36%

NDP

Total Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

B Move immediately and aggressively to increase defense spending to the 2% level

M Leave our defense spending commitments as they are

Ukraine

Trump and the Republican party’s stance on the war in Ukraine also is a stark departure from the current
administration’s policies. Trump has vowed to end the war quickly if he wins in November, which
potentially would involve suspending military aid to Kyiv unless it began peace negotiations with Russia.
This could also set the battlelines as they are, which would likely involve Ukraine surrendering territory
Russia has occupied.

If Trump were elected to a second term and he follows this path on Ukraine he has been signalling during
the campaign, one-third (33%) of Canadians would want Canada to follow and urge Ukraine to negotiate
for peace even if it meant surrendering territories. Two-thirds (67%) would prefer Canada continue to
strongly support the Ukraine if the Americans stopped military aid, even if it meant Canada providing
more financial support to help make up the gap.

The Canadian political divide that has been evident on the Ukraine war in recent months is also on
display here. Overwhelming majorities of likely Liberal, NDP and BQ voters prefer Canada to continue
supporting and even boost aid to Ukraine in the wake of a Trump withdrawal. CPC supporters are more
divided:
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Suppose a re-elected Trump is more favourable towards Putin and moves to
stop military support for Ukraine and instead urges them to give up territory
for peace. In that case, do you think Canada should:

89%

80% 83%
67%
2% 489
33%
20% 17%
11% .

Liberal NDP

Total Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

B Follow the American lead and urge Ukraine to settle

H Continue to strongly support Ukraine’s efforts even if that means having to increase our own aid

Supply Management

Canada’s system of supply management, which protects Canada’s dairy, poultry and eggs industries
through production and import controls and pricing mechanisms, proved to be a major sticking point when
Canada sat down at the table with Mexico and the United States to draft the replacement agreement for
the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) under the previous Trump administration. To pass
the replacement deal, the United States-Mexico-Canada Agreement (USMCA or CUSMA), Canada
agreed to open up a percentage of its market to American dairy, a move which was heavily criticized by
Canada’s dairy farmers.

Related:

. Trade, Trump and Tariffs: With supply management a key sticking point, Canadians divided over its future
. Inflation crisis has one-quarter asking for supply management system to be relaxed

USMCA is up for review in 2026, which means the next president of the U.S. will have a significant
influence on how the negotiations will proceed. Biden’s top trade official has warned that the U.S. will
push for changes, signalling it could be a contentious negotiation regardless of whether the Democratic
nominee or Trump win the election in the fall.

Canadians lean towards protecting supply management in these upcoming negotiations, but 45 per cent
prefer Canada making some sacrifices of the supply management system if it means smoother
negotiations with our North American partners. Likely CPC voters are the only group of political
supporters to hold the latter as a majority opinion (62%):
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What position would you want the Canadian government to take on that?
76%

62% 63% 66%
55%
45%
38% 37% 34%
I I I ]
cPC NDP BQ

Liberal

Total Federal Vote Intent
(Decided and leaning voters)

M Be willing to make sacrifices on supply management to smooth other trade talks

B Hold firm on dairy supply management even if it puts trade in other sectors at risk

Keystone XL

One of Biden'’s first acts when he took office in 2021 was to kill Keystone XL, a controversial pipeline
project which lingered for years in limbo before Trump signed a presidential memorandum to build it in
2017. The project may get another look if Trump is re-elected as president. Notably, TC Energy, formerly
TransCanada Corporation, the project’s owner, was a sponsor of the recent Republican National
Convention.

Canadians are more likely to believe Keystone XL’s revival would be a good thing (46%) than a bad one
(34%). Those in Alberta (67%) and Saskatchewan (64%) are more likely to cheer the return of Keystone
XL, while only those in Quebec are more likely to think it would be a bad thing (46%) than a good one
(29%):
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With Trump in power again there would be a possibility the Keystone XL
pipeline could be approved to proceed. Would you consider that a good thing or
a bad thing?

BC AB SK MB ATL

Total Region

H Very good/ Good HVerybad/Bad ™ Notsure/Can’t say

Part Three: Canadian political angles

Poilievre trusted more than Trudeau to handle trade, but low confidence overall

Canada’s own near-term political future is murky. An election must take place by October 2025 and
Canada’s incumbent minority government is trailing badly in current vote intentions.

Canadians are more likely to say Poilievre (32%) would get a stronger new trade deal than the incumbent
Trudeau (20%), but there is little confidence in either leader. As many say neither is a good option on this
front (32%) as select Poilievre.

The Conservative leader outperforms Trudeau greatly among men older than 34, while women are near
evenly split between both party leaders and believe neither is a good choice at a plurality level:

CONTACT:

Shachi Kurl, President: 604.908.1693 shachi.kurl@angusreid.org @shachikurl
Dave Korzinski, Research Director: 250.899.0821 dave.korzinski@anqusreid.org
Jon Roe, Research Associate: 825.437.1147 jon.roe@angusreid.org



mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:dave.korzinski@angusreid.org
mailto:jon.roe@angusreid.org
https://angusreid.org/federal-politics-capital-gains-inclusion/

ANGUS
¥ REID
FETTUTE

Page 11 of 11

Which Canadian political leader do you think would be the best one to lead such
trade negotiations and get the strongest new deal for Canada?

[ 8% | 9
: 28% o
(]

30% 28%
32% 30% 35% 35%

36%

23%

18-34 35-54 55+ 18-34 35-54 55+
Total Male Female
M Justin Trudeau M Pierre Poilievre Neither are up to the job m Don’t know/Can'’t say

Would Trump win change voters’ decision in Canada?

A second Trump term evidently presents both a potential sea change in policy south of the border, as well
as challenge for Canada’s relationship with its neighbour, regardless of who is prime minister. The sense
among a plurality of Canadians is that a second Trump term would not affect their vote (see detailed
tables). However, there is some movement among those whose support is more “soft” than “firm”, i.e.
those who are not fully committed to their current vote intention.

Soft NDP supporters are more likely than not to say they could support the Liberals in the event Trump
wins re-election. For most non-fully committed voters, it appears a second Trump term would further
entrench their current leanings:

Does the prospect of another four-year term of Trump as US President make you feel any more or any less likely to
support:
(Net shown, more likely minus less likely)

Not-Fully Committed | Not-Fully Committed | Not-Fully Committed
CPC Liberal NDP
The Conservatives and
The Liberals and Justin

- Vote intent and commitment

-57

The NDP and Jagmeet
Singh

-12 -46 +3 +51

For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other demographics, click here.
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