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Now what? Americans expect economy to improve, 

global peace to worsen under President Trump  

Close to half say US standing around the globe worsened during Obama administration 

January 23, 2017 – The inauguration is 
over. Celebrations and protests alike 
have completed. Many Americans are 
now heading home and taking stock of 
how their country and the world have 
changed over the last eight years under 
the stewardship of Barack Obama. And 
just as there are competing views of 
what has been accomplished, so too 
are there opposing perspectives on 
what to expect in the next four years 
under President Donald Trump.  
 
A new survey from the Angus Reid 
Institute finds Americans equal parts 
positive and negative about the 
economic legacy of the Obama 
administration, but finding little else to 
celebrate in terms of progress when it 
comes to America’s standing in the 
world, and the safety they feel at home 
when looking at global threats. 
 
And while views on these same 
questions looking at the next four years 
follow a similarly negative line of 
anticipation, Americans say by a margin 
of nine percent (43% to 34%) that they 
expect the economy of the country to 
improve in the hands of President Trump rather than worsen. Indeed, their primary source of concern 
when looking at the new administration is the status of peace around the world. Twice as many 
Americans expect a worsening of world peace than an improvement. 
 
Key Findings: 
 

 Equal numbers of Americans – 38 per cent each way – say they’ve seen the economy improve 
and worsen under Barack Obama. A slightly smaller number (34%) anticipate a worsening under 
Trump, while a higher number (43%) expect conditions to improve. 
 

 Americans voice negativity about their nation’s standing in the world after two terms of President 
Obama. Just one-quarter (25%) say the US has enhanced its place in the world in this time, while 
close to half (45%) say it has diminished. 

 
METHODOLOGY: 
 

The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey from January 
13 - 17 among a representative randomized sample of 1503 
Canadian adults who are members of the Angus Reid Forum. For 
comparison purposes only, a probability sample of this size would 
carry a margin of error of +/- 2.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 
20. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding. The 
survey was self-commissioned and paid for by ARI. Detailed tables 
are found at the end of this release. 
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 Opinion is similarly negative on how a Trump presidency will affect the balance of peace around 
the globe, and the security that Americans and their closest allies feel from the threat of terrorism. 

 
Obama`s economic legacy 
 
Barack Obama took the reins to the United States government as the 44th president in January of 2009 
with one pressing issue on the minds of all Americans – the economy. The global economic crisis of 2008 
had hit America with a crushing impact, reducing real GDP growth to a negative integer for the first time 
since 1991 (-0.3% 2008, -2.8% 2009), and resulting in an unemployment rate spike not seen since the 
1980s.  
 
For these reasons, the first large scale move the government made was passing an $800 billion bill – the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – a combination of infrastructure spending and tax cuts 
designed to stimulate an economy in disrepair. And while this, along with signing the Dodd-Frank Wall 
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act will be remembered as the major centrepieces of Obama’s 
economic policy, whether they have had the desired effect is the subject of much debate years later.  
 
Americans, for their part, are split on whether the Obama years have improved or worsened the state of 
the U.S. economy. Four-in-ten (38%) take each side of the debate, with the resultant group, 24 per cent, 
saying things are essentially the same.  
  

 
 
There are positive signs to evaluate this question on. Real GDP growth has crept back up to pre-
recession levels, and the unemployment rate has recovered to hover around 5 per cent:  
 

38% 38%

The U.S. economy

Looking back over these past 8 years with Barack Obama 
as President, would you say each of the following has 

improved, worsened or stayed about the same?

Improved Worsened
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Still, concerns persist over the levels of inequality between middle-class workers and the top 1 per cent, 
and massive government debts are a problem that the next administration will inherit. 
 
America’s standing in the world 
 
Americans are much more negative when asked to consider how their nation’s standing in the world has 
changed over the past eight years. Almost half (45%) say that the US is in a worse place now than when 
Obama took office, while just one-in-four (25%) say the nation is stronger, geopolitically.  

3.8%
3.4%

2.7%

1.8%

-0.3%

-2.8%

2.5%

1.6%
2.2%

1.5%

2.4% 2.4%

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Real GDP Growth Rate

5.5%
5.1%

4.6% 4.6%

5.8%

9.3% 9.6%
8.9%

8.1%
7.4%

6.2%
5.4%

2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Unemployment rate by year - USA

mailto:dave.korzinski@angusreid.org
mailto:dave.korzinski@angusreid.org
http://inequality.org/income-inequality/
http://www.tradingeconomics.com/united-states/government-debt-to-gdp


 
 

For Immediate Release 
Canadian Public Opinion Poll 

 
Page 4 of 12 

 
CONTACT:  
Dave Korzinski, Research Associate: 250.899.0821 dave.korzinski@angusreid.org 

 

 
Much of this opinion may owe to how Americans perceive US power is being projected to other parts of 
the world. Two specific events from the past eight years, the annexation of Crimea by Russia, and the so-
called “red line” in Syria are viewed as weak points by critics of the administration’s foreign policy. This, 
added to an unpopular nuclear deal with Iran, and recent allegations that Russia hacked the U.S. election 
to influence results in its favour, have likely contributed to negative perceptions of where the United 
States stands in the world order.  
 
It is worth noting, however, that although Americans appear sullen about their nation’s standing, public 
opinion among many other nations when looking at the US has improved over Obama’s two terms. While 
the later years of George W. Bush saw a lag in opinion polling, due in large part to the war in Iraq, these 
numbers tended to trend upward among key US allies.  
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as President, would you say each of the following has 

improved, worsened or stayed about the same?
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Is America safer? 
 
U.S. residents are most negative in their assessment of how their country and its closest allies are now 
positioned against the threat of terrorism. Recent, high-profile attacks in France, Belgium, Turkey, and 
many other nations have created a sense of unease among many in the West. And the US itself has seen 
ISIS-inspired violence in Orlando and San Bernadino. This may help to explain why Americans are more 
than twice as likely to say that the threat of terrorism has worsened (49%) than improved (19%) over the 
Obama presidency.  
 

 
 
While the civil war in Syria and conflicts across the Middle East and parts of Africa endure, the threat of 
terrorism remains real in all parts of the world. The total number of fatalities from terrorist attacks across 
the globe dropped in each of President Obama’s first four years, however, this trend reversed and rose 
rapidly from 2013 to 2015. 
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Looking back over these past 8 years with Barack Obama as 
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Global changes 
 
Wars, sanctions, free trade deals, aid – the policies administered by the American government touch 
millions of people outside its borders. For this reason, the Angus Reid Institute asked Americans to 
evaluate their outgoing president on his reach and impact on a global scale. On each of the two questions 
asked – how the eight years under Obama have affected the lives of ordinary people around the world, 
and how his administration has affected global peace – Americans voice discontent. About one-in-three 
say the situation hasn’t changed much, though the largest number on each measure say the globe is 
worse-off now.  
 

 
 
Some of the events that may have influenced opinion on this matter – for example, the refugee crisis and 
war in Syria – are the subject of much controversy as to what the administration could or should have 
done.  
 
And though many people take the negative viewpoint when looking at how lives have changed over the 
two terms of Obama, consider these changes since 2008: 
 

 The percentage of people living in extreme poverty dropped from 19 per cent to 9.6 per cent 

 The child mortality rate dropped from 5.58 per cent to 4.26 per cent, the lowest point ever 

 The literacy rate globally improved from 83 per cent to 85 per cent  
 
That said, many major challenges, from ISIS to global warming, remain, and Americans appear wary of 
the state of the globe heading into the Trump years.  
 
Expectations for a Trump administration 
 
Americans enter the age of Trump with many of the same concerns that they had over the past eight 
years. Trump’s message to “Make America Great Again” resonated with enough Americans to win him 
the electoral college and the opportunity to attempt to make that slogan a reality. Despite the optimism of 
many, however, most Americans do not expect a significantly better record on most of the measures 
previously mentioned. In fact, on all but their economic hopes, respondents anticipate a decline: 
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Looking back over these past 8 years with Barack Obama as 
President, would you say each of the following has improved, 

worsened or stayed about the same?
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It bodes well for Trump that his message on the economy has resonated strongly enough to garner a 
plurality of optimism, as he doesn’t on any other question. That said, this optimism breaks down roughly 
along party lines. Just over one-in-ten (13%) Hillary Clinton supporters say they expect an economic 
improvement, while six-in-ten (59%) say Trump is going to have a negative effect. 
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These partisan splits define each of the five questions asked. For Trump supporters, this is the dawn of a 
new era, and a time of unbridled optimism. For Clintonites, there simply isn’t much positivity to be found.  
 

 
 
This sentiment is perhaps best summed up by one simple question. Americans were asked whether they 
are optimistic and hopeful for the Trump administration or pessimistic and worried. Perhaps 
unsurprisingly, those who supported Trump in the election are near-unanimously positive (94%) while 
Clinton supporters enter the new term with just one-in-five (18%) voicing hope. 
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Overall, thinking about the next four years with Donald 
Trump as U.S. President, would you describe yourself as:

Optimistic and hopeful Pessimistic and worried
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The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus 

Reid. ARI is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research organization established to 

advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and 

impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public 

administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to 

Canada and its world. 

 
Summary tables follow. For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other 

demographics, click here. 
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Looking back over these past 8 years with Barack Obama as President, would you say each of 

the following has improved, worsened or stayed about the same? 

‘Improved’ 

 
 
 

Total 
(1502) 

Election 2016 support 

Trump Supporters 
(565) 

Clinton Supporters 
(552) 

Global peace 20% 5% 37% 

The terror threat to America and 
its closest allies 

19% 6% 35% 

America's standing in the world 25% 6% 50% 

The lives of ordinary people in 
the world 

26% 6% 50% 

The U.S. economy 38% 12% 68% 

 

Looking back over these past 8 years with Barack Obama as President, would you say each of 

the following has improved, worsened or stayed about the same? 

‘Worsened’ 

 
 
 

Total 
(1502) 

Election 2016 support 

Trump Supporters 
(565) 

Clinton Supporters 
(552) 

Global peace 48% 76% 20% 

The terror threat to America and 
its closest allies 

49% 77% 23% 

America's standing in the world 45% 78% 13% 

The lives of ordinary people in 
the world 

39% 69% 12% 

The U.S. economy 38% 69% 9% 
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And looking ahead to having Donald Trump as U.S. President, do you expect each of the 

following to improve, worsen or stay about the same during the Trump Presidency?  

‘Improve’ 

 
 
 

Total 
(1502) 

Election 2016 support 

Trump Supporters 
(565) 

Clinton Supporters 
(552) 

Global peace 22% 47% 6% 

The terror threat to America and 
its closest allies 

32% 68% 8% 

America's standing in the world 35% 73% 7% 

The lives of ordinary people in 
the world 

29% 61% 6% 

The U.S. economy 43% 82% 13% 

 

And looking ahead to having Donald Trump as U.S. President, do you expect each of the 

following to improve, worsen or stay about the same during the Trump Presidency?  

‘Worsen’ 

 
 
 

Total 
(1502) 

Election 2016 support 

Trump Supporters 
(565) 

Clinton Supporters 
(552) 

Global peace 44% 11% 74% 

The terror threat to America and 
its closest allies 

40% 8% 68% 

America's standing in the world 42% 7% 72% 

The lives of ordinary people in 
the world 

40% 6% 70% 

The U.S. economy 34% 5% 59% 
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And overall, thinking about the next four years with Donald Trump as U.S. President, would 

you describe yourself as: 

 
 
 

Total 
(1502) 

Election 2016 support 

Trump Supporters 
(565) 

Clinton Supporters 
(552) 

Optimistic and hopeful 54% 94% 18% 

Pessimistic and worried 46% 6% 82% 
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