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Federal Politics: Election Speculation season begins with
main contenders in dead heat

Trudeau approval stabilizes at 45 per cent

September 2, 2020 — Exactly three
weeks from a scheduled re-opening of
Parliament with a Speech from the
Throne that may ultimately trigger a fall
election, the latest public opinion data
from the non-profit Angus Reid Institute
finds the Liberal and Conservative
Parties of Canada in a tie, with 35 per
cent of decided voters each indicating
they’d cast a ballot either for the
incumbents or the official opposition.

This represents a small but perceptible
four-point rise in fortunes for the CPC
since May. The Liberals have largely
survived the WE Scandal — for now —
emerging over the same period of time
two points lower than where they stood
with the electorate in the spring.

The results of this poll of more than
5,000 Canadian adults suggests two
strong undercurrents continue to pull
and push against the other. The first: a
committed and motivated Conservative
base united in its desire to consign the
Trudeau government to the annals of
Canadian politics. The second: Liberal
dominance in vote-rich Ontario and
Canada’s big cities, places the CPC

Federal vote intent
(Decided voters, n=4,687)

Liberal Party of Canada _ 35%
Conservative Party of Canada _ 35%
New Democratic Party of Canada _ 17%
[NDP]
Bloc Québécois - 7%
Green Party of Canada . 4%

METHODOLOGY:

The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey from August
26 — September 1, 2020 among a representative randomized
sample of 5,005 Canadian adults who are members of Angus Reid
Forum. For comparison purposes only, a probability sample of this
size would carry a margin of error of +/- 1.5 percentage points, 19
times out of 20. Discrepancies in or between totals are due to
rounding. The survey was self-commissioned and paid for by ARI.
Detailed tables are found at the end of this release.

must be able to make inroads in order to win a general election.

Into this environment comes new CPC leader Erin O’'Toole, tasked with convincing the centre-left he is an
appealing choice — something his predecessor Andrew Scheer failed to do. O’Toole has room to grow, as
significant numbers of non-CPC voters say they have yet to make up their mind about him.

More Key Findings:

e Erin O'Toole — for now — is not yet defined in the minds of voters who did not choose his party in
2019. Significant numbers of past Bloc (45%), Liberal (43%) and NDP (38%) voters have not yet
formed an opinion of the new CPC leader

e The Liberals still hold the high ground in Canada’s biggest cities — with double-digit leads over all
other parties in and around Montreal, the Greater Toronto Area, and Metro Vancouver
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e Pandemic response continues to be a source of strength for the Liberals. Two-thirds of
Canadians (66%) say the government has handled this file well.

About ARI

The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus
Reid. ARl is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research foundation established to
advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and
impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public
administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to
Canada and its world.
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Top Issues

An unbroken trend continues through the third quarter of 2020; Canadians top concerns remain the
COVID-19 response and healthcare. As has been the case since the pandemic began earlier in the year,
these issues top climate change and the economy, as anxiety about a second wave of the virus lingers:
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Please rank the issues facing Canada that you care about most:
(Up to three selected, items with 10% or greater shown)
(All respondents, n=5,005)

Coronavirus / COVID-19 response I  35%
Health Care I 32%
Environment / Climate Change I 29%
The Economy IS 23%
The Deficit / Government spending NI 23%
Income inequality / Poverty I 22%
Housing affordability S 19%
Ethics / Corruption NI 13%
Jobs / Unemployment I 13%
Taxes I 16%
Crime / Public safety I 11%
Energy / Natural Resources /Pipelines I 10%

The massive, unprecedented $343 billon COVID-19 deficit rounds out the top five issues for Canadians.
One factor perhaps working in favour of the governing Liberals is that despite the size of this spending
shortfall, circumstances appear to be mitigating concern over the issue. While many have anticipated a
rise in anxiety regarding paying the bill, worry over the deficit remains lower today than it was in 2019:

Percentage of Canadians that selected "The Deficit / Government
Spending" as a top issue in Canada (up to three selected)

37%

30%

28%  28% 28%  27%

25% 5%  26% o3

Mar-18 Dec-18 Mar-19 Jun-19 Sep-19 Dec-19 Feb-20 Apr-20 May-20 Jul-20 Aug-20

Further, the Trudeau government is buoyed by two-thirds of the population saying it has done a good job
on COVID-19 response.
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Percentage saying federal government has done a 'good job' in handling
COVID-19 outbreak

70%
64% 67% 67% 64% 66%
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Vote Intent

Despite this, the incumbent Liberals face strong competition the Conservative Party of Canada, whose
party based remains as solid and committed as ever. In late August, the CPC elected a new leader, Erin
O’'Toole. The party is currently tied in vote intention nationally, with both the Liberals and Conservatives at
35 per cent among decided voters. The NDP, which has supported the Liberal Party in a confidence vote
already, and is_expected to do so again when parliament resumes later this month, is chosen by 17 per
cent of Canadians:

Federal vote intent
(Decided voters, n=4,687)

Liberal Party of Canada _ 35%
Conservative Party of Canada _ 35%
New Democratic Party of Canada [NDP] [N 17%
Bloc Québécois - 7%

Green Party of Canada [l 4%

These latest data indicate a tightening of the vote intention picture, after the Liberal Party opened up a
lead earlier in the pandemic:
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Federal vote intention over time
Leaning and Decided Voters
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Nine-in-ten (90%) of those who supported the CPC in the last federal election would vote for the party
under its new leader. The Liberal Party retains slightly fewer of its past supporters, two-in-five (81%) say
they would vote for the party again:

Percentage of 2019 voters that say they would support the
same party if an election were held
(Decided voters, n=4,687)

Conservative Party of Canada _ 90%
Liberal Party of Canada _ 81%
Bloc Québécois - [ 78%
New Democratic Party of Canada [NDP] [ 72%
Green Party of Canada [N 43%

Erin O'Toole promoted himself as the candidate that can win Ontario, a goal of utmost importance if the
party is to prevail in the next federal election. The data thus far suggest that he and his party have work to
do, as the Liberal Party holds a seven-point advantage in Canada’s most populous province. The CPC
maintains its stronghold in the prairies, with the Liberals holding an advantage in Quebec and Atlantic
Canada. In British Columbia, the LPC and CPC are neck and neck, with a competitive NDP also in play:
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Federal vote intention, including leaners, decided voters only:

Region
(unweighted Total
sample sizes) | (4,687) BC AB SK MB ON Qc NB NS NL
(602) (567) (485) (460) (959) (796) (212) (286) (227)
Liberal Party 35% 33% 19% 16% 26% 42% 34% 45% 44% 49%
Co”ggrr‘t’f“"e 35% 34% 61% 61% 46% 35% 20% 33% 28% 28%
NDP 17% 22% 14% 16% 23% 17% 13% 11% 19% 20%
Bloc . ) ) ) ) ) . ) ) )
Québécois i 2
Green Party 4% 8% 1% 1% 3% 4% 4% 8% 6% 2%
Other Party 2% 3% 5% 6% 2% 2% 2% 3% 3% 1%

In Canada’s vote rich urban centres, the Liberals continue to hold a significant advantage.

The incumbent
party leads by at least 13 points in Vancouver, Toronto, and Montreal:

Vote intention in largest metro areas

45% 46%
41%
0, 0,
35% 35% 329%
28%
22% 22%
17% 19% 16%
10%
9 8%
L™ [] - [] -
Vancouver (n=304) Toronto (n=439) Montreal (n=272)
Total (n=4,688) Metro Area
M Liberal Party of Canada B Conservative Party of Canada

® New Democratic Party of Canada [NDP] m Bloc Québécois

B Green Party of Canada

Justin Trudeau’s Liberals remain more popular with women than men, while the reverse is true of the
Conservative Party. Notably, the NDP continue to perform well among younger voters:

Federal vote intention, including leaners, decided voters only:
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Age and Gender
(weighted Total Male Female
sample sizes) (4,687)
18-34 35-54 55+ 18-34 35-54 55+
(629) (779) (855) (678) (817) (909)
Liberal Party 35% 31% 30% 30% 33% 40% 44%
CO”;‘Z‘:‘I’;“Ve 35% 34% 43% 46% 21% 32% 33%
NDP 17% 23% 11% 8% 35% 17% 10%
|,3|0,C . 7% 3% 7% 11% 3% 5% 9%
Québécois
Green Party 4% 5% 3% 3% 7% 5% 3%
Other Party 2% 5% 5% 2% 2% - 1%

Trudeau Approval

After testifying against accusations of corruption in the WE Charity scandal, Prime Minister Trudeau re-
confirmed that he would be on the ballot in the next federal election. Trudeau holds the approval of 45 per
cent of Canadians this quarter, though the percentage of Canadians that strongly disapprove of him
triples the number that strongly approve:

Approve or Disapprove of Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
(All respondents, n=5,005)

2%

B Strongly approve

B Moderately approve
Moderately disapprove

B Strongly disapprove

H Not sure

The Prime Minister’s approval has stabilized after dropping when news of the WE scandal broke earlier in
the summer:
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Do you approve or disapprove of Justin Trudeau?
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O’Toole has room to grow

The Conservative Party announced its new leader on August 24, though it took longer than the party had
hoped due to a mechanical issues. New leader Erin O'Toole enters the national stage with a favourability

rating of 30 per cent, and a plurality (39%) saying they don’t know enough about him to offer an opinion.
The NDP’s Jagmeet Singh is approved of by 43 per cent:

Favourability of party leaders
(All respondents, n=5,005)

47%

0,
29% 43%  41%

CPC Leader Erin O'Toole NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh Bloc Quebecois Leader Yves-
Francois Blanchet (QC only)

35%
30% 31%

19%
16%

M Favourable M Unfavourable m Don't know/Can't say

CONTACT:

Shachi Kurl, Executive Director: 604.908.1693 shachi.kurl@anqusreid.org @shachikurl
Dave Korzinski, Research Director: 250.899.0821 dave.korzinski@anqusreid.org



mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:dave.korzinski@angusreid.org
https://globalnews.ca/news/7294181/conservative-leadership-race-ballots/

ANGUS

¥ REID
INSTITUTE

Page 9 of 10
Notably, though the landscape facing O’'Toole is certainly far different than the once Andrew Scheer faced

when he took over party leadership, with the nation now in the middle of fighting a pandemic, the two
leaders are evaluated near identically by Canadians at the start of their leadership term:

Opinion of leader at time of taking over leadership:
Note slight difference in response metric, Favourability asked for
O'Toole, Approval for Scheer

39%

30% 31% I 32% 31%

Favourability of Erin O'Toole in 2020 Approval of Andrew Scheer in 2017 after taking
leadership of CPC

37%

M Positive M Negative m Don't know/Can't say

Further, the vote intention picture facing the CPC currently is largely the same as the one that faced
Andrew Scheer in June of 2017, shortly after he won the CPC leadership:

Vote intention shortly after taking CPC leadership

37%
35% 35% °

34%
I I 17% I :

Vote Intent when Erin O'Toole took over CPC Vote Intent when Andrew Scheer took over
leadership (August 2020) CPC leadership (June 2017)

M Liberal mCPC mNDP

These early days of O'Toole’s leadership reign will be formative for both he and the party, as a
considerable number of those who voted for a party other than the CPC say they have not yet made their
mind up in terms of how they view the new party leader:
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Favourable or unfavourable view of hew CPC leader Erin O'Toole

68%

55% 509
46%43% 45%
39% 38% 38%
0,
30% 31% 6% 27% 28%
11%
L [] O []
CPC (n=1,648) Liberal (n=1,634)  NDP (n=779) BQ (n=313) Green (n=203)
Total (n=5,005) Federal vote 2019

M Favourable ®Unfavourable m Don't know/Can't say

For detailed results by age, gender, region, education, and other demographics, click here.

CONTACT:
Shachi Kurl, Executive Director: 604.908.1693 shachi.kurl@anqusreid.org @shachikurl
Dave Korzinski, Research Director: 250.899.0821 dave.korzinski@anqusreid.org



mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:dave.korzinski@angusreid.org

