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Mission against ISIS: Three-in-five Canadians say 
government should maintain or increase bombing  
 

Polarized politics drive divided opinions; ½ Liberal voters prefer option other than Trudeau plan  

 
November 20, 2015 – The 
aftermath of the attack on Paris 
sees Canadians increasingly 
reticent about the Trudeau 
government’s vow to pull fighter 
jets out of the US-led bombing 
campaign against ISIS.  
 
Indeed, nearly two-thirds (62%) 
of Canadian adults say they 
want their federal leadership to 
either maintain the status quo - 
that is, continue bombing and 
training of local forces by 
Canadian troops – or, increase 
this country’s involvement in the 
mission – both bombing and 
training.  
 
These are among the findings 
of the latest public opinion poll 
conducted by the Angus Reid 
Institute canvassing views in 
Canada on the mission and the 
resettlement of Syrian refugees.  
 
Key Findings: 
 

 On the mission against 

the Islamic State in Iraq 

and Syria (ISIS) – 

three-in-ten Canadians 

(29%) say the attacks 

on Paris should have “no impact” on the Trudeau government’s plan to end Canada’s bombing 

mission, but continue training  

 

 The rest say this country should stick to current involvement, including bombing (29%) or 

increase involvement (33%) 

 

   
 
METHODOLOGY: 
 

The Angus Reid Institute conducted an online survey November 18 
among a representative randomized sample of 1508 Canadian 
adults who are members of the Angus Reid Forum. For comparison 
purposes only, a probability sample of this size would carry a 
margin of error of +/- 2.5 percentage points, 19 times out of 20. 
Discrepancies in or between totals are due to rounding. The survey 
was self-commissioned and paid for by ARI. Detailed tables are 
found at the end of this release. 

 

29%

33%

29%

9%

No impact, proceed with plan to
stop bombing and do training only

Increase Canada's involvement
against ISIS, bombing as well as

training

Continue to provide the current
level of involvement in both

bombing and training

Stop Canada's involvement against
ISIS altogether

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should 
these recent Paris terrorist attacks have on 

Canada's policies regarding its military role in 
fighting ISIS?

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
https://www.angusreidforum.com/
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 In the wake of the Paris attacks – a plurality of Canadians (46%) also say the deadlines for 

Canada’s Syrian refugee resettlement plan should be extended, to allow more time for security 

checks  

 

ISIS Mission – what should Canada do?  
 
The Angus Reid Institute has been canvassing general opinion on Canada’s mission against ISIS since it 
began (for historical results – please visit www.angusreid.org).  
 
That said, the Liberal plan to pull Canada’s CF-18’s from the theatre of war, but keep Canadian troops in 
the region to train local forces enjoyed the support of just over half of people in this country when they 
were asked about it late last month, just prior to the swearing-in of the Trudeau government, with a 
significant segment of two-in-five (38%) opposed.  
 
Circumstances have changed drastically in the weeks since however, as has Canadian opinion. 
Presented with four options on the combat mission – respondents are near equally divided between 
sticking to the Trudeau plan, keeping the status quo, or increasing involvement in both combat and 
training, with a minority opting to end the mission altogether:  
 

 
 
Thus, less than one-third (29%) say the Trudeau government should go ahead with its promised strategy 
to end the bombing but keep up the training.  
 
By contrast – nearly two-thirds (62%) want to either maintain the mission as it stands today (29%) or 
respond to French President Francois Hollande’s call for a “single coalition” to fight ISIS in the wake of 
the attacks by increasing both bombing and training.  
 

29%

33%

29%

9%

No impact, proceed with plan to stop bombing
and do training only

Increase Canada's involvement against ISIS,
bombing as well as training

Continue to provide the current level of
involvement in both bombing and training

Stop Canada's involvement against ISIS
altogether

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris 
terrorist attacks have on Canada's policies regarding its military 

role in fighting ISIS?

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
http://www.angusreid.org/
http://angusreid.org/trudeau-first-priorities/
http://www.wsj.com/articles/french-president-seeks-to-build-grand-coalition-against-islamic-state-1447774934
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Political Views Drive Divides 
 
Unsurprisingly, is it those who cast ballots for the Conservative Party of Canada (CPC) on Oct. 19 who 
are most hawkish in their view, choosing the option to step up combat and training involvement by a 
margin of more than two-to-one over past Liberal (LPC) and New Democratic (NDP) voters. Conversely, 
past LPC and NDP voters prefer the Trudeau plan nearly seven-to-one over Conservatives. 

 

  
 
It is notable, however, that roughly half (49%) of the Liberal voters who delivered Justin Trudeau a 
majority mandate now support either a maintaining of the mission as-is (26%) or an increase in 
involvement (23%). Also of note – the second highest level of support for a stepping-up of the combat and 
training mission is found in Atlantic Canada, a region the LPC swept on election night: 

 
 

 

6%

56%

34%

4%

44%

23% 26%

7%

40%

22%
27%

10%

No impact, proceed with
plan to stop bombing and do

training only

Increase Canada's
involvement against ISIS,

bombing as well as training

Continue to provide the
current level of involvement

in both bombing and
training

Stop Canada's involvement
against ISIS altogether

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist 
attacks have on Canada's policies regarding its military role in fighting ISIS?

CPC Liberal NDP

33%

25%

43%

31%

35%

29%

37%

Total

BC

AB

MB/SK

ON

QC

ATL

Support for "Increase Canada's involvement against ISIS, 
bombing as well as training" by province

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
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Refugee policy – greatest support for extended timeline 
 
The Paris attacks have also led to calls from many Western politicians – including Saskatchewan Premier 
Brad Wall and more than two-dozen U.S. governors – to slow down the process of resettling Syrian 
refugees. 
 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has so far resisted this political pressure and stuck to his campaign 
promise to bring 25,000 Syrian refugees to Canada by Jan. 1 – a promise recent ARI polls have shown a 
majority of Canadians oppose. 
 
In this survey, respondents were asked specifically about the ISIS attacks in Paris and what effect, if any, 
they ought to have on Canada’s refugee resettlement plan. 
 
The vast majority of Canadians believe the violence in Paris should have an impact on Canadian refugee 
policy – just one-in-seven (15%) say the government’s plan should proceed unchanged.  
 
Everyone else expresses a need for some modification, as seen in the following graph: 
 

 
 
Nearly half of the total population (46%) favours accepting the 25,000 refugees the Liberals promised 
during the campaign, but over a longer period of time to ensure additional security checks. Indeed, a full 
majority (54%) of those who voted for Trudeau’s party in the 2015 election choose this option. 
 
Another 13 per cent say the government should accept fewer than 25,000, but more than zero. Just four 
per cent believe the government should take in more than 25,000 refugees because of the terrorism in 
France. 
 
The Angus Reid Institute (ARI) was founded in October 2014 by pollster and sociologist, Dr. Angus 
Reid. ARI is a national, not-for-profit, non-partisan public opinion research organization established to 

15%

4%

46%

13%

22%

No impact, proceed as
planned

Accept more Syrian
refugees than planned

Accept the same
number, but take a

longer time for security
checks

Accept fewer Syrian
refugees than planned

Do not accept any
Syrian refugees at all

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks 
have on the Canadian government's Syrian refugee resettlement plan?

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/sask-premier-brad-wall-asks-ottawa-to-suspend-syrian-refugee-plan-1.3321159
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/saskatoon/sask-premier-brad-wall-asks-ottawa-to-suspend-syrian-refugee-plan-1.3321159
http://www.cnn.com/2015/11/16/world/paris-attacks-syrian-refugees-backlash/index.html
http://montreal.ctvnews.ca/trudeau-wants-to-stick-to-jan-1-deadline-to-admit-syrian-refugees-1.2662486
http://montreal.ctvnews.ca/trudeau-wants-to-stick-to-jan-1-deadline-to-admit-syrian-refugees-1.2662486
http://angusreid.org/refugee-resettlement/
http://angusreid.org/refugee-resettlement/
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advance education by commissioning, conducting and disseminating to the public accessible and 
impartial statistical data, research and policy analysis on economics, political science, philanthropy, public 
administration, domestic and international affairs and other socio-economic issues of importance to 
Canada and its world. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you may have heard, last Friday in Paris, France, there were terrorist attacks by 
members of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), which killed an estimated 129 
people. How closely would you say you have been following the news about these 

attacks? Would you say you are: 

(unweighted sample) 
Total 
(1508) 

Region 

BC 
(205) 

AB 
(157) 

SK/MB 
(105) 

ON 
(564) 

QC 
(356) 

ATL 
(121) 

Following it in the news, 
and discussing it with 

friends and family 
55% 55% 50% 50% 56% 57% 55% 

Seeing some coverage, 
and having the odd 

conversation about it 
35% 36% 39% 42% 35% 29% 35% 

Just scanning the 
headlines 

9% 8% 10% 8% 7% 14% 9% 

Haven't seen or heard 
anything about it 

 
1% 1% 1% 0% 1% 0% 1% 

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
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As you may have heard, last Friday in Paris, France, there were terrorist attacks by 
members of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), which killed an estimated 129 
people. How closely would you say you have been following the news about these 

attacks? Would you say you are: 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Federal Vote Last 

CPC  
(399) 

Liberal Party 
(482) 

NDP 
(243) 

Following it in the news, and 
discussing it with friends and 

family 
55% 59% 60% 50% 

Seeing some coverage, and 
having the odd conversation  

about it 
35% 33% 33% 40% 

Just scanning the headlines 9% 8% 7% 8% 

Haven't seen or heard anything 
about it 

 
1% 0% 0% 2% 

 
 
 

As you may have heard, last Friday in Paris, France, there were terrorist attacks by 
members of the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria (ISIS), which killed an estimated 129 
people. How closely would you say you have been following the news about these 

attacks? Would you say you are: 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Gender Age 

Men 
(737) 

Women 
(771) 

18 – 34 
(431) 

35 – 54 
(565) 

55+ 
(512) 

Following it in the news, and 
discussing it with friends and family 

55% 59% 52% 52% 49% 64% 

Seeing some coverage, and 
having the odd conversation about it 

35% 32% 38% 37% 37% 30% 

Just scanning the headlines 9% 9% 10% 11% 12% 5% 

Haven't seen or heard anything 
about it 

 
1% 1% 0% 1% 1% 0% 
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In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on the Canadian government's Syrian refugee resettlement plan? 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Federal Vote Last 

CPC  
(399) 

Liberal Party 
(482) 

NDP 
(243) 

No impact, proceed as planned 15% 3% 22% 22% 

Accept more Syrian refugees 
than planned 

4% 1% 4% 8% 

Accept the same number, but 
take a longer time for security 

checks 
46% 44% 54% 44% 

Accept fewer Syrian refugees 
than planned 

13% 19% 9% 11% 

Do not accept any Syrian 
refugees at all 

22% 33% 12% 16% 

 
 
 

 In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on the Canadian government's Syrian refugee resettlement plan? 

(unweighted sample) 
Total 
(1508) 

Region 

BC 
(205) 

AB 
(157) 

SK/MB 
(105) 

ON 
(564) 

QC 
(356) 

ATL 
(121) 

No impact, proceed as 
planned 

15% 23% 12% 18% 14% 10% 18% 

Accept more Syrian 
refugees than planned 

4% 6% 4% 2% 4% 4% 3% 

Accept the same 
number, but take a longer 
time for security checks 

46% 42% 43% 43% 49% 43% 52% 

Accept fewer Syrian 
refugees than planned 

13% 9% 15% 13% 13% 18% 10% 

Do not accept any Syrian 
refugees at all 

22% 20% 26% 25% 21% 24% 17% 

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
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In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on the Canadian government's Syrian refugee resettlement plan? 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Gender Age 

Men 
(737) 

Women 
(771) 

18 – 34 
(431) 

35 – 54 
(565) 

55+ 
(512) 

No impact, proceed as planned 15% 14% 15% 16% 14% 14% 

Accept more Syrian refugees than 
planned 

4% 4% 3% 7% 4% 1% 

Accept the same number, but take 
a longer time for security checks 

46% 43% 48% 46% 41% 51% 

Accept fewer Syrian refugees than 
planned 

13% 13% 14% 12% 14% 15% 

Do not accept any Syrian refugees 
at all 

22% 26% 19% 20% 27% 19% 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on Canada's policies regarding its military role in fighting ISIS? 

(unweighted sample) 
Total 
(1508) 

Region 

BC 
(205) 

AB 
(157) 

SK/MB 
(105) 

ON 
(564) 

QC 
(356) 

ATL 
(121) 

No impact, proceed with 
plan to stop bombing and 

do training only 
29% 35% 26% 30% 30% 24% 28% 

Increase Canada's 
involvement against ISIS, 

bombing as well as 
training 

33% 25% 43% 31% 35% 29% 37% 

Continue to provide the 
current level of 

involvement in both 
bombing and training 

29% 26% 24% 32% 26% 34% 32% 

Stop Canada's 
involvement against ISIS 

altogether 
9% 13% 7% 7% 8% 13% 4% 

mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org
mailto:shachi.kurl@angusreid.org


 

 
 

For Immediate Release 
Canadian Public Opinion Poll 

 
 Page 9 of 9 

 

 
MEDIA CONTACT:  
Shachi Kurl, Senior Vice President: 604.908.1693 shachi.kurl@angusreid.org @shachikurl 

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on Canada's policies regarding its military role in fighting ISIS? 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Federal Vote Last 

CPC  
(399) 

Liberal Party 
(482) 

NDP 
(243) 

No impact, proceed with plan to 
stop bombing and do training only 

29% 6% 44% 40% 

Increase Canada's involvement 
against ISIS, bombing as well as 

training 
33% 56% 23% 22% 

Continue to provide the current 
level of involvement in both 

bombing and training 
29% 34% 26% 27% 

Stop Canada's involvement 
against ISIS altogether 

9% 4% 7% 10% 

 
 
 

In your opinion, what impact, if any, should these recent Paris terrorist attacks have 
on Canada's policies regarding its military role in fighting ISIS? 

(weighted sample size) 
Total 
(1508) 

Gender Age 

Men 
(737) 

Women 
(771) 

18 – 34 
(431) 

35 – 54 
(565) 

55+ 
(512) 

No impact, proceed with plan to 
stop bombing and do training only 

29% 25% 32% 33% 26% 29% 

Increase Canada's involvement 
against ISIS, bombing as well as 

training 
33% 41% 26% 29% 33% 37% 

Continue to provide the current 
level of involvement in both 

bombing and training 
29% 25% 32% 25% 31% 29% 

Stop Canada's involvement 
against ISIS altogether 

9% 8% 10% 13% 10% 5% 
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